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thought to keep unbroken the thread run-
ning up to Grattan which John O'Leary
had put into our hands, though it might
be our business to explore new paths of
the labyrinth. We sought to make a more
subtle rhythm, a more organic form, than
that of the older Irish poets who wrote in
English, but always to remember certain
ardent ideas and high attitudes of mind
which were the nation itself, to our belief,
so far as a nation can be summarised in the
intellect. If you had asked an ancient
Spartan what made Sparta Sparta, he
would have answered, The Laws of Lycur-
gus, and many Englishmen look back to
Bunyan and to Milton as we did to Grattan
and to Mitchell. Lionel Johnson was able
to take up into his Art one portion of this
tradition that I could not, for he had a
gift of speaking political thought in fine
verse that I have always lacked. I, on
the other hand, was more preoccupied with
Ireland (for he had other interests), and
took from Allingham and Walsh their
passion for country spiritism, and from
Ferguson his pleasure in heroic legend, and
while seeing all in the light of European
literature found my Symbols of expression